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2008 regulatory SYSTEM Fact Sheet 

for Playgroups/Licence-Exempt centres
What happens now?

· All new playgroups – playgroups that have not operated before will be subject to the 2008 regulations. Playgroups that wish to receive Ministry of Education funding and support must be certificated under the 2008 regulations and will be assessed against the regulations and criteria that apply. 
· Existing playgroups/licence-exempt centres –these groups will continue to comply with the existing licence-exempt requirements that currently apply until you choose to, or are invited to, apply to become a certificated playgroup. 
· The transition period:

· is about bringing existing playgroups into the 2008 regulatory system in a systematic way over a period of time that is manageable for both the sector and the ministry
· runs from September  2009 to 30 November 2014.

· The ministry will work with existing playgroups/licence-exempt centres to decide when they will go through the certification process

· Existing playgroups/licence-exempt centres can decide to apply to be certificated under the 2008 regulatory system at any time during the transition period.

What is the situation for licence-exempt centres / playgroups?
· Existing playgroups/licence-exempt centres that wish to receive Ministry of Education funding and support will have five years, from September 2009 to 30 November 2014, to transition from being a playgroup/licence-exempt centres to a certificated playgroup
· From 1 December 2014 a playgroup will need to be certificated in order to receive Ministry of Education support and funding.

What does it mean to be certificated? 

· Playgroups/licence-exempt centres will need to complete an application form to become a certificated playgroup and will be assessed to ensure the playgroup is complying with the 2008 regulations and criteria. If a playgroup fully complies, they will be issued with a full certificate under the 2008 regulations. A playgroup can be issued with an interim certificate if they do not yet fully comply.

· A certificate will be issued for a three year period; you will need to apply for a new certificate every three years.  The Ministry of Education will come and assess that your playgroup is meeting the requirements of the 2008 regulatory system before issuing another certificate.
· Aspects of Te Whāriki have been mandated by way of an  early childhood education curriculum framework prescribed by the Minister of Education.  The certification requirements that relate to curriculum link to this curriculum framework. 
· New playgroups, those established after 1 December 2008, will have to be certificated to be eligible to receive government funding.

· A playgroup/licence-exempt centre can choose not to be certificated and not receive Ministry of Education funding and support.

What is different for playgroups/licence-exempt centres?
· Playgroups/licence-exempt centres are limited to operating for only three hours per day. A certificated playgroup can operate all day and have children attend a playgroup session for up to four hours each day.

· Licence-exempt playgroups count only parents for setting the required adult:child ratios. For certificated playgroups caregivers, such as a nanny, friend or relative, are counted towards the required adult:child ratios.
Where can I get more information?
· Regulations – The regulations are available online at www.legislation.govt.nz/regulation/public/2008/0205/latest/DLM1396401.html and are also available in hard copy from Bennetts or Whitcoulls for approximately $3.00. 

· Criteria – Existing playgroups should have received a copy of the Certification Criteria for Playgroups 2008 from your local office coordinator. If not, please contact your local Ministry of Education office. Electronic copies of the criteria are available at www.lead.ece.govt.nz and can be downloaded free of charge. Additional hard copies are available for purchase from Wickliffe on 0800 660 662.
· Certification – For more information on the certification process please read the Frequently Asked Questions online at www.lead.ece.govt.nz
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