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2008 regulatory System Fact Sheet for ECE centres 
Including CENTRE-BASED Early childhood education SERVICES SUCH AS KINDERGARTENS, PLAYCENTRES, EDUCATION AND CARE CENTRES, AND NGĀ KŌHANGA REO

What happens now?

· All new services – centre-based services that have not operated before will be subject to the 2008 regulatory system and will be assessed against the regulations and criteria that apply. Any licence to operate will be issued under the 2008 regulatory system. 
· Existing services – centre-based services that are already licensed and chartered before 1 December 2008 (ie under the 1998 regulations) will continue to comply with the existing requirements that currently apply until your service is visited by the ministry and assessed against the 2008 regulatory system. This will happen during the five year transition period.  Your service will be licensed in perpetuity. 

Centre-based services that were licensed under the 2008 regulations between 1 December 2008 and 31 January 2009 are licensed in perpetuity, as the 1 Feb 2009 changes to the regulations removed the expiry provisions.
· The transition period:

· is about bringing existing centre-based services into the 2008 regulatory system in a systematic way over a period of time that is manageable for both the sector and the ministry.  Regional offices will be in touch with services progressively over this time to schedule a relicensing visit.
· involves each centre-based service being visited by the ministry and assessed against the regulations and criteria. If services fully comply, they will be issued with a full licence under the 2008 regulatory system.  If licensed and chartered centre-based services are unable to meet all regulatory requirements under the 2008 regulatory system, the Ministry of Education will be able to issue a transitional licence to give the service a period of up to 18 months to comply. 

· runs from September 2009 to 30 November 2014.

· Existing centre-based services (licensed under the 1998 regulations) can decide to apply to be licensed under the 2008 regulatory system at any time during the transition period. The ministry also has the ability to direct centre-based services to apply in order to ensure services are brought into the new framework in a systematic way, and to manage the number of applications at any one time.

What is different for ECE centres licensed under the new regulatory system?

· You will need to meet a new curriculum framework, which contains aspects of Te Whāriki. The licensing requirements that relate to curriculum link to this curriculum framework. 
· You will no longer need to be chartered to receive government funding. Once you are licensed under the new regulatory system, you will be eligible to receive funding. 
· Licences will be held by a service provider, instead of a licensee. A service provider can be an individual or a corporate entity, such as a company, incorporated society or trust. When the service provider is a corporate entity, a contact person must be nominated to represent the group when dealing with the ministry on regulatory matters, but the legal responsibility always remains with the service provider. The contact person must reside locally.
· The process for deciding if a service provider is ‘fit and proper’ to hold a licence encompasses a range of factors that must be considered. These include money owed to the Crown, prohibition from acting as a company director, and previous licensing history.
· There is a new type of licence available to deal with the situation when centres have to relocate premises for a specified period of time, such as after a fire or flood. Temporary relocation licences can be issued for up to ten months.
· The licensing criteria may place new requirements on your service, or they may not, depending on your individual circumstances. This is because the criteria are based on current interpretations of broadly stated regulations, and also reflect current expectations of Public Health Units, who play a role in the licensing process. See the licensing criteria for more details.
· A separate set of licensing criteria have been developed that apply to ngā kōhanga reo affiliated with the Te Kōhanga Reo National Trust. This set of criteria contains different curriculum requirements than those for other types of early childhood education centres, to reflect that they are currently bound by a different charter document, Te Korowai. The rest of the criteria that relate to other regulatory standards are identical to those for other early childhood education centres.
Who is going to pay to help me meet new requirements?

· There is no additional government funding to assist services to meet the regulatory requirements because the requirements are clarifications of existing requirements. Services will have some time to allow them to meet requirements.
· Services that are already licensed and/or chartered before 1 December 2008 will continue to comply with the existing requirements that currently apply until your service is visited by the ministry and assessed against the 2008 regulatory system. This will happen during the five year transition period through to 30 November 2014. There is plenty of time, but planning should start now.

Where can I get more information?
· Regulations – The current regulations are available online at www.legislation.govt.nz/regulation/public/2008/0204/latest/DLM1412501.html and are also available in hard copy from Bennetts or Whitcoulls for approximately $5.00.   The updated regulations will be available in late August.
· Criteria – Electronic copies of the updated criteria for centre-based services are available now at www.lead.ece.govt.nz and can be downloaded free of charge.

· Licensing – For more information on the licensing process please read the Frequently Asked Questions online at www.lead.ece.govt.nz.
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