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ADDITIONAL FUNDING RULE FOR HOME-BASED SERVICES
Frequently asked QUESTIONS    

Questions and answers for home-based services

Does the Ministry of Education provide funding directly to families for providing day to day care and education for their own children?

The Ministry of Education does not fund families to provide the day to day care and education for their own children.  The Ministry of Education funds licensed home based service providers to provide part time care and education for children in a home environment.  A licensed home based service is required to meet a number of regulatory standards including the premises, health and safety and curriculum standards. 

I am a licensed home based service provider.  Can I claim funding from the Ministry of Education for children while their grand mother is caring for them?  I have been approached by a couple with two children under five and the wife’s mother is moving in with them to take care of the children while they work.  

There are conditions your service would need to meet to be eligible for funding in this particular situation: 

· the grandmother would need to join your service as a home based educator 

· the children’s family home needs to be available for use by children who are not part of that child’s family, and 
· at least one child who is not a member of the family has to attend the home for care and education.

What is my position if the child who is not a family member leaves?

If a child who is not a family member leaves, as the service provider you will have a limited period of time to fill that place with another child who is not a family member.  The length of time available to fill the place will need to be approved by your local Ministry of Education office.  
I have identified a need for a home based service in a small rural community however all members of that community belong to the same family/whānau.  Am I able to recruit an educator from that community given that the children that are likely to attend my service would be from the same family/whānau?

The Ministry of Education has allowed for exceptions to be considered in this situation where the whole community is family/whānau.  A home based service may be able to claim funding for the children attending but you could not claim funding for the educator’s own children.  You would need to get agreement from your local Ministry of Education office before proceeding.  
When would the Ministry of Education not fund a service provider when a family member is an educator for children in their own family home?

The Ministry of Education does not provide funding:
· for an educator’s family member (child) if that educator has the ongoing responsibility for providing the day to day care and education of that family member. The child is considered to be the educators own child
· if the child is living with the educator on an ongoing basis in the educators own home, in this situation the child is considered to be that educators own child
· if the educator is a family  member and living in the child’s home and the child’s home is not available at the same time for the care and education of other children who are not family members.
Questions and answers for parents

I drop my child off at my mother’s house each day and she takes care of her while I work.  Is my mother able to be funded by the Ministry of Education for doing this?

No, the Ministry of Education would not fund your mother directly for doing this.  If your mother worked as an educator for a licensed home based service provider then the service provider would be able to claim funding for your child.   

My mother comes to my house each day and takes care of my child while I work.  Is my mother able to be funded by the Ministry of Education for this work?

No, the Ministry of Education would not fund your mother directly for doing this.  If your mother worked as an educator for a licensed home based service provider then the service provider would be able to claim funding for your child. 

My mother lives with me and takes care of my child while I work. Is my mother able to be funded by Ministry of Education for this work?

Only a licensed home based service provider can claim funding from the Ministry of Education.  Your mother would need to work for a home-based service as an educator and your home must be available for use by children who are not part of your family and at least one child who is not a member of your family needs to attend your home for care and education.  If these conditions are met then the home-based service provider will be able to claim funding for each child, including your child.  

Does my mother need to work as an educator for a home based service?

No.  However, if your mother worked as an educator for a home based service she would be supported by the home based service provider to provide a quality education and care programme for your children.
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