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Frequently asked questions about the 2008 Re-licensing/certification process
General
How do I get a copy of the new regulations?

· Hard copies of the current regulations are available from Bennetts or Whitcoulls for between approximately $3.00 - $5.00, and online at the following links:
· The Education (Early Childhood Services) Regulations 2008: www.legislation.govt.nz/regulation/public/2008/0204/latest/DLM1412501.html
· The Education (Playgroups) Regulations 2008: www.legislation.govt.nz/regulation/public/2008/0205/latest/DLM1396401.html 

How do I get a copy of the criteria?

· Electronic copies of the amended criteria are available at www.lead.ece.govt.nz and can be downloaded free of charge. 
· The criteria for hospital-based education and care services and playgroups have not changed.

re-licensing / Certification processes (all services)
What happens now?

· All new services – services that have not operated before will be subject to the 2008 regulatory system and will be assessed against the regulations and criteria that apply. Any licence or certificate to operate will be issued under the 2008 regulatory system. 
· Existing services – services that are already licensed and/or chartered before 1 December 2008 will continue to comply with the existing requirements that currently apply until the service is visited by the ministry and assessed against the 2008 regulatory system. This will happen during the five year transition period. 
· Services licensed under the 2008 regulations – new services will be on probationary licences.  The full licences will be issued in perpetuity.
· The transition period:

· is about bringing existing services into the 2008 regulatory system in a systematic way over a period of time that is manageable for both the sector and the ministry

· involves each service being visited by the ministry and assessed against the regulations and criteria. If services fully comply, they will be issued with a full licence or certificate under the 2008 regulatory system.  If licensed services are unable to meet all regulatory requirements under the 2008 regulatory system, the Ministry of Education will be able to issue a transitional licence to give the service a period of up to 18 months to comply. An interim certificate can be issued for up to 12 months for playgroups.
· runs from September 2009 to 30 November 2014.
· Existing services can decide to apply to be licensed or certificated under the 2008 regulatory system at any time during the transition period. The ministry also has the ability to direct services to apply in order to ensure services are brought into the new framework in a systematic way, and to manage the number of applications at any one time.
What about existing services that don’t comply with new requirements?
· Existing services that don’t comply with the 2008 regulatory system may be issued with a transitional licence.
· Transitional licences may be issued for up to 18 months to allow services time to meet the criteria.
Will there be licensing fees?

Yes, for new licensed services only.  The fee is $2,817.50 (incl GST).  Services being re-licensed under the 2008 regulations will not pay a fee.

When do we have to be licensed?

If you are an existing licensed service or chartered home-based care arranger you are still licensed. You will be notified by the Ministry of Education when you have to re-license. There is plenty of time, but start planning now.  

All services must be licensed under the 2008 regulatory system by 30 November 2014.
What if I’m a new service?

As of 1 December 2008 new services will be licensed under the 2008 regulatory system.

How do we get ready to be re-licensed or be certificated and what is the process?
The first step is to self-assess your service against the 2008 regulations and criteria. 
When your service is ready to be re-licensed or certificated you will need to submit a formal application to start the re-licensing/certification process. Once you have submitted a completed application to re-license you cannot revert back to the previous regulatory system. 
Scheduling

· Regional offices of the Ministry of Education will determine how they schedule services for re-licensing and will let you know how they are managing the process. Regions need to consider a range of factors when determining re-licensing schedules including geographical considerations and the spread of service type, and the number of services able to be re-licensed at any one time.
· There is a five year period in which to complete re-licensing, which ends on 30 November 2014.
· Existing services on a provisional licence are advised to comply with the current regulations before applying to re-license under the 2008 regulations.

Is there room for negotiation on the timing for re-licensing and certification?

The regional offices are planning for re-licensing and certification.  Re-licensing planning will include directed and voluntary applications; certification will include invitations to apply and voluntary applications.  Services are advised to discuss with their local Ministry of Education office their thoughts regarding the timing of their applications.

How long will a site visit take to assess a service for re-licensing?

It is anticipated that the site assessment will take approximately 4-5 hours.  

What are the new types of licence available under the 2008 regulatory system?

· Temporary relocation licences – for services that must temporarily relocate for up to ten months (for example, due to flooding).
· Transitional licences – for services that seek to transition to the 2008 regulations but do not fully meet all requirements. This licence is able to be issued for up to 18 months. This licence type will disappear after the six year transition period.
Will I still need a charter? 
Under the 2008 regulatory system charter documents will no longer be required by the Ministry of Education because the Statement of Desirable Objectives and Practices has been integrated into a single set of regulations for all licensed services, and a curriculum framework has been prescribed.
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